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SUBJECT: CHATTI PRESS CONFERENCE ON TUNISIA LIBYA MERGER 
REF: TUNIS 290 

1. FON MIN HABIB CHATTI GAVE PRESS CONFERENCE MORNING 

JAN 16 TO SOME FIFTY JOURNALISTS LOCAL AND FOREIGN COMMENTING 

ON BACKGROUND OF MERGER AGREEMENT AND GOT DECLARATION OF JAN 15 
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FOLLOWING POINTS: 

2. TUNISIAN-LIBYAN UNION CAN ONLY OCCUR IN FRAMEWORK OF 
MAGHREB UNITY. "OUR DESIRE IS THAT THIS UNION NOT BE MADE 
AGAINST WISHES OF ALGERIA AND MOROCCO. WE DO NOT WISH NOR 
DO WE WANT THAT FUSION BE ACCOMPLISHED IN A SPIRITY OF 
DISUNITY IN THE MAGHREB AND WE WON'T DO ANYTHING TO CAUSE 
THAT. WE WILL DO EVERYTHING SO THAT THIS UNION BE EXTENDED 
TO ALGERIA AND MOROCCO." (UPI CORRESPONDENT THINKS NUMBER 
OF FOREIGN JOUNALISTS MISINTERPRETED CHATTI AS MEANING 
TUNISIA COULD NOT JOIN WITH LIBYA UNLESS ALGERIA AND 
PERHAPS MOROCCO JOINED UNION TOO.) CHATTI SAID HE WOULD 
GO BACK TO ALGERIA SOON AND ALSO GO TO RABAT TO "CLARIFY” 
TWO CAPITALS ON JERBA AGREEMENT. SAID HE HOPED CURRENT 
REACTIONS IN THESE COUNTRIES WERE TEMPORARY (PASSAGERES). 
CHATTI SAID THERE WAS NO PRIOR CONSULTAION WITH MOROCCO 
OR ALGERIA ON UNION NOR WERE THEY INFORMED. HE THEN 
CITED RECENT HISTORY RE BOURGUIBA S WORKING FOR MAGHREB 
UNITY IMPLYING THAT THIS SHOULD HAVE MADE JERBA AGREEMENT 
UNDERSTANDABLE IN MAGHREB CONTEXT. 

3. ON POSTPONEMENT OF REFERENDUM, CHATTI SAID IN 
RESPONSE TO QUESTION WHETHER REFERENDUM WOULD TAKE PLACE 
BEFORE MAY BECAUSE OF TUNISA'S NEED TO REVISE CONSTITUTION, 
THAT THE QUESTION OF DATE WAS OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE. 

CHATTI SAID WHEN HE SAW QADHAFI ON JAN 13 LATTER "PERFECTLY 
UNDERSTOOD "NECESSITY FOR TUNISIAN POSTPONEMENT. HE SAID 

IT WAS CERTAIN THAT BOURGUIBA WOULD BE PRESIDENT OF THE 
ARAB ISLAMIC REPUBLIC BECAUSE HE IS OLDEST AND MOST 
EXPERIENCED, AND LIBYANS GAVE THEIR AGREEMENT TO THIS. 
SEELYE 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED CAIRO; POUCHED SANAA. 
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